
Diary Dates: 
March 
13th Year 3 Easter Performance 
16th 18th Book Fair 
16th Y3C2 Swimming 
20th Choc Bingo Non Uniform 
18th Parents Evening 
24th Parents Evening 
25th Choc Bingo 
26th Y5 Glasgow Museum 
27th School finishes at 1:20pm 

 
Swimming 
Our annual Swimming Gala was a 
fantastic celebration of teamwork, 
determination and sporting spirit. 
Pupils from across the school took 
part in a range of races, including 
freestyle, backstroke and relay 
events. Every swimmer showed 
great courage and perseverance, 
cheering one another on from the 
sidelines. It was wonderful to see so 
many children demonstrating 
improved confidence and skill in the 
water. Well done to all participants 
for representing NJS with pride and 
enthusiasm.  
 
Attendance 
School attendance is currently 
95.1% just above the national of 
94.5%. It is reassuring to know that 
in the Autumn term we had 34 
children with 100% attendance and 
all of those children have continued 
to be in every day, an additional 60 
children have also been in every day 
this term so far making 94 children 
with 100% this term. Fingers 
crossed we will have all those 
children making it to the end of 
term with no absence. There might 
even be a small treat in store. 
 

Outdoor Gym 
We have installed a new outdoor 
gym on the field. This is something I 
have wanted to do for a very long 
time and believe it to be a great 
addition to the school. The children 
are so lucky here at Newlaithes with 
amazing resources and if we look 

after them they 
should last for years 
to come. I went out 
at playtime and with 
the sun shining and 
all the activities it 
felt like a party out 
there. So many 
smiles, laughter and 
fun. 

6th March 2026 

 
Headteacher’s Awards 

Head Teacher’s Awards for this week go 
to….. Well done on all the hard work. 
 

Viking Visitor 
Year 4 had an unforgettable day this 
week when they welcomed a special 
Viking visitor from Moorforge Viking 
Settlement into school! 
As part of their history learning on the 
Anglo-Saxons and Vikings, the children 
were given the opportunity to step back 
over a thousand years and experience 
what life was really like during the 
Viking Age. 
A Hands-On History Experience 
The day began with an exciting 
introduction to Viking life, where pupils 
learned about: 
• Where the Vikings came from. 
• Why they travelled to Britain. 
• How they lived, worked and traded. 
• What daily life was like for Viking 

families. 
Our visitor brought a fantastic range of 
artefacts and replica objects for the 
children to handle, including weapons, 
tools and household items. Seeing and 
touching these objects helped bring their 
classroom learning to life in a truly 
memorable way. 
There were plenty of opportunities for 
questions, and Year 4 impressed our 
visitor with their historical knowledge 
and curiosity. Most importantly, it was a 
day filled with enthusiasm, engagement 
and excitement for learning. 
A huge thank you to Moorforge Viking 
Settlement for delivering such an 
inspiring and interactive workshop. Year 
4 are now true Viking experts — and 
thankfully, our school survived the 
invasion! 

Dear Parents, 
World book day filled our school with 
excitement, imagination and a wonderful 
love of reading this week! 
World Book Day is a nationwide celebration 
organised by World Book Day to promote 
reading for pleasure and to ensure every 
child has the opportunity to own a book.  
Throughout the day, classes took part in a 
range of exciting reading activities, 
including: 
• Paired reading with children from other 

year groups 
• Creative writing inspired by favourite 

stories 
• Book-themed quizzes and scavenger 

hunts 
• Teachers sharing their favourite 

childhood books 
It was wonderful to see children talking 
enthusiastically about the books they love 
and recommending stories to their friends. 
Why Reading Matters 
Reading for pleasure has a powerful impact 
on children’s learning, confidence and 
wellbeing. It builds vocabulary, sparks 
imagination and helps develop empathy as 
children explore different characters, 
cultures and experiences through stories. 
World Book Day reminds us that reading is 
not just something we do in lessons — it is 
something to enjoy at home, in the library, 
and wherever a good book can be found! 
A huge thank you to our families for 
supporting the day with such imaginative 
costumes and for continuing to encourage 
reading at home. Your support makes a real 
difference. 

We hope the excitement of World Book Day 
continues throughout the year — because 
every day is a great day to pick up a book! 

Eden Valley Hospice 
We had a fantastic assembly this week by 
Vicki from the Eden Valley Hospice. She 
shared a presentation full of photos and 
information explaining what the hospice and 
Jigsaw were. We were blown away by the 
questions that the children asked at the end 
of the presentation.  Our teddy sale raised 
£153 for the hospice and our school council 
are keen to raise money for the charity. 
Hopefully we will get a visit from Hospuss 
next time. 




